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ART AND PROGRESS 



pride and direct effort toward building up 
a really beautiful and orderly home town. 
A Civic League was formed a year ago, 
the first effort of which was to clean up 
the streets and teach the people not to 
scatter papers about. Next the names of 
streets were put up and a watering trough 
of good design erected. The latter is 
built of tiles, made of native clay, with a 
roof of old Spanish tiles, taken from the 
ruins of an old building at Monterey. 
Vines have been planted at the ends and 
red-wood slabs finish the sides. Now in 
the near future a garden competition is to 
be instituted. Good for little Carmel-by- 
the-Sea ! 



boston — 1915 The "1915 Movement" 
exhibition was inaugurated in Bos- 
ton more than six months 
ago with the object of setting a definite 
time for the accomplishment of certain 
civic improvement reforms looking toward 
a realization of the ideal city. To ad- 
vance the cause an exhibition will be held 
in the old Art Museum on Copley 
Square, from November 1st to 27th, the 
object of which will be to show the citi- 
zens of Boston and the surrounding places 
within the metropolitan area what are the 
present needs of the city and how these 
needs may be met. Every organization 
interested in the betterment of Boston 
will be given an opportunity to show what 
it is planning to do and what it feels it 
ought to be supported in doing for the 
next five years. A great number of or- 
ganizations are taking part in the work, 
including art and medical societies, edu- 
cational institutions, and business corpo- 
rations.. The exhibition committee has 
secured the entire city planning exhibit 
recently shown in New York and Wash- 
ington, has borrowed from the United 
States Government the models of Wash- 
ington made for the Burnham Park Com- 
mission, and has endeavored to secure 
similar data from Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, New York and Cleveland. The in- 
tention is to have each exhibit present a 
graphic picture which will draw and hold 
the attention of even a casual observer, 
and to employ not only photographs and 



models but resort to stereopticon slides 
and moving pictures, to show "the whole 
city of Boston" with a vividness lacking 
in print what is being attempted for its 
betterment and how much help is needed 
from the people to obtain lasting results. 
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The Fifth Annual Con- 
vention of the American 
Civic Association will 
be. held at Cincinnati, 
November 15th to 18th. 
It will be a notable meeting, distinguished 
by the presence of men and women who 
have been leaders in the great Nation- 
wide movement for the making of a Beau- 
tiful America. With reports of achieve- 
ments of vast importance to hundreds of 
communities, there will be discussions rel- 
ative to future activities led by experts in 
city planning, forestry, school gardens, 
tree culture, playgrounds, the abatement 
of the billboard and smoke nuisances and 
the preservation of such great scenic 
beauty as Niagara Falls and the Yosem- 
ite. Conservation of natural resources 
will be a theme for important papers and 
plans will be drafted for the systematic 
extension of that vital subject. Presi- 
dent J. Horace McFarland, of Harris- 
burg, Pa., will preside at the sessions of 
the Association. 

In conjunction with the convention of 
the American Civic Association will be 
held the Fifteenth Annual meeting of the 
National Municipal League, presided over 
by Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte. Its pro- 
gramme will be rich in addresses and dis- 
cussions relating to the administration of 
cities. While each organization will fol- 
low its own programme, there will be sev- 
eral joint sessions addressed by men of 
national prominence on subjects aimed to 
advance the cause of good city govern- 
ment and beautiful community life. 



the billboard The American Civic 
crusade Association gives notice 

in its clipping sheet that 
it is about to enter upon a most aggressive 
campaign against outdoor advertising. 
For many years this organization has been 
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the leader in the movement against ob- 
noxious billboards, and though it is true, 
that the nuisance "grows with industry" 
some good results have been obtained. A 
decided victory and advance is to be re- 
corded in the action of the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia who have, 
during the past summer, not only had all 
posters in the immediate neighborhood of 
the Union Station plaza removed, but de- 
clared their intention of granting no more 
permits for billboards. The legality of 
this act will, it is said, be tested, but 
there is occasion for belief that those who 
have made resort to this kind of advertis- 
ing will not contest the ruling, the bill- 
posting company having in one instance 
voluntarily removed a board which was 
pronounced specially objectionable by a 
citizens' association, declaring that it was 
by no means its policy to outrage public 
opinion. In other words, when sufficient 
interest is aroused to prevent outdoor ad- 
vertising of an objectionable character 
being profitable, then the billboards and 
house signs will go. 



Milwaukee's Milwaukee i s taking 
city plan front rank among pro- 

and art gressive cities. Some 

commission time ago, at the urgent 

instigation of park offi- 
cials and citizens, a Metropolitan Park 
Commission was appointed to prepare a 
comprehensive civic plan and direct all 
future improvement toward a specific re- 
lated result. A plan has been prepared 
by Alfred C. Clas, of the firm of Ferry 
and Clas, of Milwaukee, a marked feature 
of which is a civic center. With the busi- 
ness men of Milwaukee this plan has 
found favor, they realizing, it is said, the 
advantages secured by the grouping of 
public buildings, and that to make a city 
prosperous it must be beautiful and at- 
tractive, but in order to make assurance 
doubly sure Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., 
and John Nolan have been asked, as ex- 
perts, to pass upon its merit. The State 
Legislature recently authorized the ap- 
pointment of an Art Commission for this 
city, but through a legal technicality the 
act has proved defective. 
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SKETCHING GROUNDS. Special Summer 
Number of the Studio. John Lane Company, 
London, Paris and New York, Publishers. 
Price $3.00, postage 35 cents. 



"Allowing that the personal attitude to 
nature is interesting, then it naturally fol- 
lows that it would be interesting to hear 
from painters their own description of 
the painting ground they love best, to 
know what has appealed to them to cause 
them to select it as the arena of their 
work," says Alfred East in his introduc- 
tion to this attractive volume which is 
made up of such descriptions. Certainly 
nothing could be more delightful than to 
travel through picturesque country with 
one keenly sensitive to its beauty, and each 
of the twenty-four chapters in this book 
has been contributed by an enthusiast who 
figuratively takes the reader by the hand 
and says "Come and see." And enhanc- 
ing the interest are the illustrations, re- 
productions of sketches made by various 
well-known artists, which are to be found 
on every page, the majority in black and 
white, but thirteen in color. As the de- 
voted gardener pores over flower cata- 
logues in the long evenings, foreseeing the 
glories of the summer which is to come, 
so one might well fancy the young 
painter finding enjoyment in "Sketching 
Grounds" planning a season's sojourn. 
Mr. East, whose work is well known in 
this country, and who is an enthusiastic 
sketcher, warns the reader that he must 
not believe that by visiting a particular 
spot where this or that famous picture 
has been painted he can do the same, but 
urges all in selecting subjects to be gov- 
erned by their own feelings. This is a 
wise caution, for, after all, how else could 
one choose between Sussex and Ware- 
ham, the Scottish Highlands and North 
Wales ? These descriptions are not, how- 
ever, limited to British territory. An in- 
teresting account of Morocco, abundantly 
illustrated from sketches by John Lavery, 
is given, as well as of Capri and Venice. 
And among all these New York has been 
given a place. Joseph Pennell describes 



